Parents Guide

A Guide to Your Student’s Job Corps Decision




A bright future.
A successful career.
A chance for an independent life.

For 50 years,
the U.S. Department
of Labor’s Job Corps
program has helped

make those wishes
reality for low-income
young people across
the country. Now,
approximately 60,000
young people each
year benefit from

the program.

Every person in
this booklet is an
actual Job Corps
student, graduate,
or staff member.

(800) 733-JOBS [5627]



In this booklet, we'll tell you how your student can Train,
Live, Learn, and Connect at Job Corps. But first, we'll answer
some questions that we typically get from parents.

What is Job Corps?
Job Corps is a career training and education program for low-
income young people ages 16 through 24.

How much will Job Corps cost?

Job Corps is available at no cost to you or your child. It does
require hard work and commitment, and students have to
meet income-eligibility criteria.

Where will my child live?

Most Job Corps students live on center at one of 125 centers
across the country. Students are typically assigned to the
center nearest their home.

How long will my child be in Job Corps?
Job Corps is self-paced, and the most successful students are
in the program from 1 to 2 years.

What will my child learn at Job Corps?
While at Job Corps, students will earn a high school diploma
or equivalent (if they don't already have one), and learn
career skills. Not every career area is offered at each center.

What about food, lodging, and

school supplies?

Job Corps provides students three meals a day, a place to stay
in the on-center dorms, basic medical care, and clothes and
supplies needed for their training. Your student will receive a
stipend to pay for toiletries and other similar items.

Is Job Corps safe?
Yes. Job Corps has a Zero Tolerance Policy for drugs and
violence.



Getting Started:

Your student may be eligible for Job Corps if he or she:

¢ Is a legal U.S. resident; lawfully admitted permanent resident alien,
refugee, asylee, or parolee, or other immigrant who has been
authorized by the U.S. attorney general to work in the United
States; or resident of a U.S. territory

¢ Meets low-income criteria

e Is in need of additional technical training, education, counseling,
or related assistance to complete schoolwork or to find and keep a
job

* Has a signed consent from a parent or guardian if he or she is a
minor

¢ Has a child care plan if he or she is a parent of a dependent child

¢ Does not exhibit behavioral problems that could keep him- or
herself or others from experiencing Job Corps’ full benefits

¢ Does not require any face-to-face court or institutional supervision
or court-imposed fines while enrolled in Job Corps

* Does not use drugs illegally

Not sure if your student is eligible? Don’t worry. An admissions

counselor can help you.

Applying for Job Corps is a big decision, and one that you and your
student should make together. If your student applies, encourage
him or her to be patient. The process takes time and requires some
paperwork. The best thing you can do is help your student stay
positive and focused during the application period.




Good news! Your student has been
accepted.

There may be a waiting period before
he or she can enroll, and the time
between being accepted and actually
moving to Job Corps can be tough.

Encourage your student to stay in touch
with an admissions counselor and remain
focused on goals.

You can also help your student get ready
for his or her move.
Job Corps will provide:

* The clothing and supplies your
student will need for training

¢ Sheets

¢ Towels

¢ Food

e Other necessities

Help your student pack:
¢ Personal photos and
inexpensive mementos
(having things that
remind your student of
home can help with
homesickness and
adjustment)
* Toiletries like shampoo, '
i

conditioner, toothpaste,
toothbrush, and L

deodorant ‘!'_

* Books and magazines |

¢ Cellphone (landline phones are 4
available if your student doesn’t
have a cellphone)

¢ Clothes for when your student
isn't training in a career area or
in class

.jobcorps.gov



Training. It's what Job Corps is all about. While your student is at Job
Corps, he or she will have the opportunity to gain hands-on training
in a career area of his or her choosing.

So what is hands-on training? It's getting a lot of practical
experience. Your child will work with experts in his or her field,
whether it's welding, painting, or any of the other 100-plus career
areas offered at Job Corps centers. Plus, students get the opportunity
to complete internships with employers, giving them real on-the-job
training and a taste of what the real world is like.

Even though much of the training your student will receive at Job
Corps is very hands-on, you should also prepare him or her to spend
time with a textbook. Each training area, from computers to cars,
from nursing to construction, requires that your student learn about
the ins and outs of his or her future career.
And that includes learning rules, regulations,
and best practices that can be found only

by hitting the books.

(800) 733-JOBS [5627]



CAREER TRAINING PROGRAMS

Advanced Manufacturing Homeland Security

¢ Welding ¢ Security and Protective Services
Automotive and Machine Hospitality

Repair e Culinary Arts

¢ Collision Repair and Refinish e Hotel and |_0dg|ng

* Maintenance and Information Technology

Light Repair .
. e Computer Technician
Con'struc.tlon ¢ Network Cable Installation
e Bricklaying

Renewable Resources and
Energy

¢ Landscaping

e Carpentry
e Cement Masonry

e Electrical Urban F t
[ )
e Facilities Maintenance roan Forestry
e Heating, Ventilation, Retail Sales and Services
and Air Conditioning * Retail Sales
¢ Paintin'g Transportation
¢ PIaster.lng * Heavy Construction Equipment
* Plumbing Mechanic
Finance and Business * Heavy Equipment Operations
e Accounting Services ¢ Material Handling and
e Office Administration Distribution Operations
Health Care ... and many more
e Clinical Medical Assistant Job Corps continually
e Licensed Practical/Vocational evaluates the career
Nurse training it offers, ensuring
e Medical Administrative that students have the
Assistant opportunity to study for
e Nurse Assistant/Home careers in industries with
Health Aide the most need for well-
trained employees.

e Pharmacy Technician

www.recruiting.jobcorps.gov



Most Job Corps students live on campus at one of 125 Job Corps
centers across the United States and in Puerto Rico. When your
student enrolls in Job Corps, he or she will likely be assigned to the
center closest to home. In some instances, your Job Corps center may
have a nonresidential option that would allow your student to live at
home during training.

At Job Corps, most of what your student needs is provided right on
center. That includes:

* Food ® Recreational activities
e Clothing for career training ¢ A place to work out
and a center uniform e Basic medical care
* A place to sleep * Access to phones and
e Everything he or she needs for computers
classes and studies And it’s all available at no cost to

you or your student.

(880) 733-JOBSZ




While at Job Corps, your student will live in a dorm on the center
and will likely have several roommates. The dorms have everything
students need, including lounges for watching TV and laundry
facilities. Students are expected to help with chores and keep the
dorms nice and clean.

Every center has activities available for your student to participate
in during free time, including sports, movie nights, arts and crafts,
healthy living clubs, and much more.

Here's more about what Job Corps will offer your student:

¢ Leadership Opportunities. Build a resume while being involved on
campus.

¢ Community Service Activities. Gain career skills while giving back
to the community.

¢ Friendships. Your student can benefit from a supportive network
of peers.

¢ A Safe Environment. Job Corps has a Zero Tolerance Policy for
drugs and violence.

www.recruiting.jobcorps.gov



In order to be successful in a career, your student must have a good
foundation of basic education and knowledge.

While at Job Corps, your student can earn a high school diploma or
the equivalent if he or she doesn’t already have one. Instruction and
tutoring are available to students in areas such as:

e English Language Learning
e Math

e Reading

e Science

e Writing




Many Job Corps centers partner with community colleges, so
students can take classes and earn college credit while in Job Corps.

Success in the workplace requires other skills too. At Job Corps, we’'ll
help your student learn how to:

¢ Dress appropriately for work

e Be on time

¢ Solve problems

e Live independently

¢ Resolve conflicts

e Communicate with his or her boss and co-workers

¢ Make good decisions on the job

¢ And much more

Job Corps is designed to help your student learn what life is going to
be like outside of the program. That's one reason the environment at
Job Corps is very structured—there are also structure and rules in the
workplace.




Even after your student graduates, the program will be there to
continue to provide support. For 21 months after graduation, Job
Corps will help your student improve his or her resume and transition
to independent living.

That includes connecting your student with:
e Career opportunities

e Housing assistance

e Transportation options

e Child care services

Job Corps has put these support measures f
in place to help your student make a
smooth transition to independent living.




(800) 733-JOBS [5627]

www.recruiting.jobcorps.gov

doljobcorps Ynum doljobcorps

SUCCESS LASTS A LIFETIME

Administered by the U.S. Department of Labor, Job Corps is the nation’s largest career technical
training and education program for low-income young people ages 16 through 24. Job Corps
is a U.S. Department of Labor Equal Opportunity Employer Program. Auxiliary aids and services
are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. TDD/TTY telephone number is
(877) 889-5627.
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Where Is Job Corps?

Take a look at where other students like
yours are working toward a better life.

Kicking Horse
°
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°
Fred G. Acosta Roswell
°
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Alaska
¢ ® Lared
® Hawaii ElE(
® Maui

My son attends a center in Ohio. He is doing well for himself, almost
done with his career area training and working on his high school

diploma. Job Corps is a good thing!
— Lesley, parent of a Job Corps student

My son really likes Job Corps. He appreciates the structured lifestyle
with strict rules. He prefers quiet at bedtime, so he can get to his
studies. We are very proud of him for making the decision to better
his life, and for working hard to learn his trade. He has a bright

future ahead of him.

— Becky, parent of a Job Corps student



cDonde queda Job Corps?
En este mapa podran ver en donde estudiantes como
el suyo estan trabajando hacia un mejor futuro.
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Mi hijo asiste a un Centro en Ohio. El estd muy bien, ya casi termina
con su adiestramiento y esta trabajando para obtener su diploma de
“high school.” jJob Corps esta haciendo algo muy bueno!

— Lesley, padre de un estudiante de Job Corps

A mi hijo le gusté mucho Job Corps. El aprecia la vida organizada
con reglas estrictas. El prefiere calma a la hora de dormir, para poder
estudiar. Estamos muy orgullosos de el por tomar esta decision para
su vida, y por trabajar duro para aprender su profesion. El tiene un
futuro brillante por delante.

- Becky, madre de un estudiante de Job Corps
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